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S.S.L.C. EXAMINATION, MARCH - 2016. 
ENGLISH 

Time : 21/2 Hours 
Second Language 

Total Score : 80 

Instn1ctio11s : 

1. Attempt all questions. 

2. Write the answers neatly and legibly. 

3. First fifteen minutes is cool-off time. 

4. Use cool-off time to read the questions and plan the answers. 

Score 

Questions 1 - S: Read the excerpt from 'Father's Help' and answer the questions that follow: 

'He is very violent, especially with boys who come late. Some days ago a boy was made to 

stay on his knees for a whole period in a comer of the class because he came late and that too 

after getting six cuts from the cane and having his ears twisted. I wouldn't like to go late to 

Samuel's class.' 

'If he's so violent, why not tell your headmaster about it ? ' 

'They say that even the headmaster is afraid of him. He is such a violent man.' ' He is very 

violent, especially with boys who come late.' 

And then Swami gave a lurid account of Samuel's violence; hov.• when he started caning he 

would not stop nil he saw blood on the boy's hand, which he made the boy press to his 

forehead like a vermilion marking. Swami hoped that with this his father would be made to 

see that he couldn't go to his class late. But Father's behaviour took an unexpected tum. 

1. Mention the context of the conversation between Swami and his father. 1 

2. How did Samuel punish the boy besides caning ? 1 

3. What was Swami's lurid account of Samuel's violence ? 1 

4. What did Swanu think his father would do ? 1 

5. What was the 'unexpected turn' referred to in this passage ? 2 
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Qul•stions 6 - 9 : Rud the Jines from 'Night of the Scorpion' and an~wer the quei:stionlJ thn · 
follow : . 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

My nmlher twisted through and through,; 

groaning on a mat. 

My father, sceptic, rationalist, 

trying every nuse and blessing, 

powder, mixture, herb and hybrid. 

He even poured a little paraffin 

upon the bitten toe and put a match to it. 

I watched the flame feeding on my mother. 

I watched the holy man perform his rites 

to tame the poison with an incantation. 

After twenty hours it lost its sting. 

\Vhat are the phrases used by the poet to present the mother's pain? 

\Vhat did the father do to bring down the pain suffered by the mother? 

\Vhat did the holy man do ? 

When was the mother relieved of her pains ? 

Questions 10 - 13 : Read the lines from 'The Master' and answer the questions that 
follow : 

\'\11en Han Kan was summoned 

to the imperial capital 

it was suggested he sit at lhe feet of 

the illustrious senior court painter 

to learn from him the refinements of the art. 

'No, thank you, 'he replied, 

'I shall apprentice myself to the stables.' 

10. \.Vhere was Han Kan called to ? 

11. V\'hat was Han Kan supposed to learn from the senior court painier? 

12. \Vhat does the word 'illustrious' refer to in these lines ? 

13. \\11at was the decision of Han Kan? 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 



Qucstiont1 14 * lH : Rc.td thl' pu~sage given below and answer the question~ th.at fotlow ~ 

Studit•8 shO\v tli.tt <tmm<.11<; are t]Uitc> Jntelligent and S('"rl'3illvf'. But, w~ .humans <df<.:n 
think th,11 our minds sep~udli.' us from other i.lllllTh'lls. 

Antm.il inlt>ll Igl'nce is not found on.Iv in mammals alone It can be found in other ;:rn1mab, 
such .!!' bird~ too. Our' fl>..ilhered friends' can be verv smarl. Some of them c-.m soh·r: p~..1z/lt::-s. 
For t'Ximlplc, r(wc.•ns c.u1 untie knots. Some birds ~.an use tool:;. Some cro\v,,, for ~arr1ple, 
ust' twl~c; as spi.'..irs. Some birds cJn even use our Ianguag~. An Afncan Grey Parrot narr!(::d 
'All'X1 docs morl' lh<m ju.st imitate human sounds. This parrot can name dozens of C.>bje:t'.5 
lt also s~ems to undL'rstand the ideas of 'sclme', 'different' and 'amount'. 

Animalc; Me i1bll:' tu feel emotion too. This ability can be painful for them as it is for 
humans. For example, some baboons live in groups, where the leaders control through fear 
Low-ranking baboonc; live in a con!;tant stale of stress. This stress can cause health problems, 
just as it docs in humans. 

14. Which of the following points does not support the idea that birds are srruirt ? 

(A) Some birJ5 can solve puzzles. 

(B) Some birds are not intelligent and sensitive. 

(C) Some birds can use our language. 

(D) Some birds can use tools. 

1 

15. Identify from the passage, \vhich group of animals does' Alex' belong to? 1 

(A) B<lboons 

(B) Crows 

(C) African Grey Parrot 

(D) Ravens 

16. The 'feathered friends' mentioned in the passage means 1 

17. \\i'hal, according to the writer, is one of the causes of health problems in humans ? 1 

18. What misrnncephon does humans have with regard to their superiority against other beings? 1 

19. Answer any one of the folJowing in about 120 words. You may use the hints given along 7 

with them. 

(A) 'Eating habits reflect the life of a society and its economy'. DiS('uss this topic in the light 
of the article 'Tea-shops in Malayalam Cinema' and prepare a write -up to be published 
in the i;chool magazine. 

(Hints: Panthibhojanam - caste-ridden society in Kerala - tea-shops helped in mixed 
eating-tea-shops accelerated the social transformahon-ftlms use tea-shop as a public 
space) 

OR 

P.T.O. 



(B) You are a news reporter staying at the same hotel where the narulrn- m tht· st~· 
'Tiw Blue B\...,uquet' was also swying. You heard alx>ut the e-rr:cunter ~t'"~n t~ 
narrator anJ a stranger in the street. Prepare a ne"-5 report bafo€•J 0-n the 1,."L~f:nts rn 
the ston·. 

!Hints : h0te1ier·s warning aga]n.st night-walk - narrator g0es o~t - C€~TtN~ 5~rtt! -

no stre-etlights - fe-els somerody following - Jeffial1.ds eyes for ms swettlit.:irt - for a t:h.t~ 
oouquet - looks at the narrator's eyes- strange experie.."'lce ___ J 

20. Gin:=n below are S<'me e'\-ent:s from the story 'Bah.t-..azar's Man-clJous Ar..emoon'. 
Arrange them in sequence and write a paragraph. 
• 'How much will You charge"!' Ursub. asked. -· -... 
• ·lf s sold.' said Crsula. 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

'Fine. Then f'll take it,' said Doctor Octa,-io Giraldc . 
A lot cif peorle induding the doctC'r also came to see the cage: 
'I am going to ask for thL-ty pesos.' :rerlied Balthazar . 
Balthazar took the cage to Jose :\1ontie1's house . 
The ca~ was finished and Balthazar hun•.,. lt under fr.e s\·es. 

~ c 

s.~·~f( 

21. The literary Oub of your school is crganizL1.g a !'€\ iew '\Vriti.i:.g .:on1t""l€ritDn. ThO$e whc '"'is.hi ti 
to partidpab: should write a re\iew of the play 'The Beggar and tl1C King' .as a s......--ee'!U:.~-f test 
ConsiJer you.,,-rse.1£ a partidpant and drat-=t a 'brief re\iew. 
(!-t·ggar- cries for _f()()J - .king licc.fimes i11:0Jera11t - orders tu blJ the begg:rr - .;.,::,?"°~~ ~1m1g~.~~ 'f.:· 
~0thr•"''?C t;'u., kmg-tlU? king represents autl1c·rity. the beggar t12e a.1mnun nz.:m- the [.,..,Jle_--tir-i.; -::~~•sr.I• 

,~f the ~1mm1..'.'!2 ,riecple) 

22. The Film Oub of your school is going to organize a ch.iJ.:iren's film festi..-a! t.~11:-..i '~!0r-5 ... X>n 6 
\!a:-..ia·. Dr. C 5. \'e.nkitesa''"·aran and Resu1 Pookutty v.ill be the chief f)=.c!:s cf sts U'..iug.ur.tl 
ceremony. The films g0Lr1g to be screened include 'The Colour of F.ar.:d~se· a:'"'l:d Ol.i!J:ren .:-.t 
Hean~r1' _ Add more detailc; of your own and draft a notice for circ..ibticn.. 

23. Imagine that a few days after the horrifying incident, the stranger of the $l'1n' ~ 
'The Blue Bouquet' '"-rites a letter to the narrator seekir,g apology for his rude be1':.w1.J-.rr 1~ 
the street \\fiat would be the Jetter like ? \\"rite the IetteI. 

24. \\.rite a short profile of 5,7etlana Alc..x1evid1. the win."1e:r cf the ~cbe! rP..z:e for LiteTat".ure tor 
L'°le ,-ear 2014. Make use of the details giYen below 
Bom 31 .Mav 1948 
G;reer 
Lmguage 
J>,.1ol'!Cl Pri::.e m.cti;:-ation 

Otha irorlc..;; 
1J1c la-st U'i hlt'55eS 

Speciahty 

Investigative journalist and non-fiction prose \»'Tirer 

Russian 
'her polyphcnic writings, a monument t~ suffenng and '--....'~ff..1~ 
in our time' 
\\"ar's Unwomanly Fa.:e (195-1), 
The Book of VnchildlikeStories, \'oices from CheTu.--.t"'YL ~"'\'l.nJ-
hand Time, Enchanted. with Death {1%i3} · 
Order of the Badge of Honour, N.ation.:ll Bools Critks Cude 
Award 
First 1ournalist to recein• the 1'.:obel Prize in Ureraru.n? 
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Questions 25 • 29: Read the newspaper headlines given below and answer the que!jfion~ 
th.it follow : 

(A) GREENING t\HSSION GREAT SUCCESS 

(R) INSTlTUTIONS URGED TO CONDUCT CARBON AUDIT 

(C) ENGLAND CONSIDERS THIRD SPINNER OPTION 

(D) NAVIGATION SATELLITE SYSTEM BY MARCH 

(E) SPEED THRILLS BUT KILLS 

25. \Vhich headline reports a space science achievement ? 1 

26. Pick out the headline associated with sports and games. 1 

27. Select the headline that warns of accidents. 1 

28. Find out the headline that speaks about planting trees. 1 

29. \Vhich headline is connected with pollution control ? 1 

30. The following is a notice to students about~dassroom manners. But there are certain errors 4 
crept in while printing, which are underlined. Edit the notice. 

All students are requested to be on (a) the class by 9:30 a.m. When the teacher enters 
the class, students should stood up (b) and ·wish the teacher. Each student should respond to 
the roll call standing up and then sit down quitelv (c). If a student is late by any emergency, 
she/hem (d) free to seek permission of the teacher to enter the class. 

31. Complete the following conversation suitably : 5 

Hotel.keeper (a) ? 

Narrator 

Hotelkeeper 

Narrator 

(lrz the street) 

Stranger 

Narrator 

Stranger 

Narrator 

Stranger 

Narrator 

Out in the street. It is too hot to stay in my room. 

But we don't have any streetlights there. 

You'd better (b) 

I will be right back. 

Don't move, senor, or you're dead. 

(c) ? 

I want your eyes, senor. 

(d) ? 

It's my sweetheart's idea. She'd like to have a bouquet of blue eyes. 

My eyes are not blue, (e) ? 

P.T.O. 
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32._ llt:tlJ tht' di .. h>gut" givtn bt'low .md Al\f'!Wer the que\tlon(t th.it foJJow ~ 

t\4111kl·t Wh,\l kind of puni5hm(•ut i~i !Jdkr ? 

l ii\Wyt.·r Hvth the punishn'll'rtt~ are immoral. 

(a) Wh"t did tht.• b~rnkcr a~k the lawy~·r ? 

(b) Wh~tt '-Uti tilt' l.1wyt·r rt•pJy ? 

33. fill in the bl.:.mk8 with 8ultable formfi of phra1tJl vc-rbs from the box given below: 

Tilt;' n.·~ults Qt tht' ,\l\IHh\I t"'\,m\ h.wu bt·f·n __ -!,..iL_. 011 the notiu· board of the M:'hoot Mira 
tt.>.:tCh('d honw .1nJ _(hL .. - hl·T uniform, .md (c) to '1dmoJ, She chcc}.ed the results and 
info11n"•,\ ht·r d,,s-.m.•te R.-wt tlult ht• had ___(dJ__ tlw ·~xamin.at.ion. 

( ~·t: or(:=-f gt·t through ' pul up put on put up with" 

34. look at the follewing word pyramid. 

Eyes 

The cyc-s 

The blue c:yc.'fi 

l11e blue t>yc.-s of my friend 

The blue eyes of my friend in the picturf;! 

Now. construct a word pyramid in the above patt('rn u&ing the word, 'Mother'. 

-···-

Sc<1r"' 
2 

4 

4 


